Greene Co Fair Garden Beds

The Rain Garden - Gate 4

"I created the Rain Garden after participating in a citizen science project in Morristown that focused on tracking local
weather patterns. That experience sparked my interest in how rainfall moves through our environment and the important
role native plants play in managing stormwater. My hope is that this garden helps visitors see how beautiful and beneficial
these plants can be while encouraging them to learn more about the connection between weather, water, and our local
ecosystems.”" - Ember Reid

Rain Loving Plants:

PICTURE: NAME: SUN: WATER: SOIL: HEIGHT: FROST: TYPE: CLASS: SUPPORTS:
Msi\(;'(jvrggd Full Moderate | Moist 3-5 feet Hardy Perennial | Native Monarch Butterflies
CFi;C\j,\i,re]fl Full Moderate | Moist 2-4 feet Tolerates | Perennial | Native Humminbirds
J\C,)Vee:ﬁe Full Moderate | Most 5-7 feet Hardy Perennial | Native Hairstreak Butterflies
% GrLZageB“::e Full High Moist 2-4 feet Hardy Perennial | Native Migrating Pollinators

V2 Did You Know?

The vibrant blooms of Great Blue Lobelia and Cardinal Flower are more than just beautiful—they also have a long history of traditional medicinal use. Indigenous peoples
throughout North America used these native plants to support respiratory health, treating coughs, congestion, and other breathing ailments. Great Blue Lobelia was also
used as a cleansing herb and, in some cases, applied to skin conditions, while Cardinal Flower was valued in remedies for muscle aches and overall wellness.

Both plants contain naturally occurring compounds that can affect the nervous and respiratory systems. While these properties contributed to their traditional medicinal
uses, they also mean the plants can be toxic if used improperly. Today, these species are appreciated primarily for their ecological value, providing nectar for
hummingbirds, butterflies, and native bees while reminding us of the deep botanical knowledge developed by Indigenous communities over generations.




Why Does Tracking Rain Matter?

Every drop of rain tells a story.

Scientists track rainfall and weather patterns to better understand how our environment is changing over time. Rainfall affects nearly every
part of an ecosystem, from the health of forests and wildflowers to the quality of our drinking water and the survival of wildlife. Too much rain
can lead to flooding and erosion, while too little can create drought conditions that stress plants and animals.

Rain gardens, like this one, are one way communities can respond to changing weather. By capturing stormwater before it runs into storm
drains, they help reduce flooding, filter pollutants from runoff, recharge groundwater supplies, and create valuable habitat for pollinators and
birds.

Weather observations collected by everyday people also play an important role in scientific research. Citizen scientists help fill gaps between
official weather stations, providing valuable local information that researchers use to study storms, droughts, climate trends, and changing
ecosystems.

If you're measuring rainfall in your backyard, reporting the first bloom of a wildflower, or simply planting native species, every observation
helps us better understand, and protect, the natural world.

Continue Your Conservation Journey:

Children’s Books Books for Teens/Adults Documentaries
The Rain Garden by Susan Edwards Richmond Bringing Nature Home by Douglas W. Tallamy Kiss the Ground
The Lorax by Dr. Seuss Nature's Best Hope by Douglas W. Tallamy Common Ground
We Are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben Our Planet
Outside In by Deborah Underwood Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer The Biggest Little Farm
A Place for Butterflies by Melissa Stewart The Nature Fix by Florence Williams Fantastic Fungi
Over and Under the Pond by Kate Messner Silent Spring by Rachel Carson My Garden of a Thousand Bees
Planting a Rainbow by Lois Ehlert The Weather Detective by Peter Wohlleben The Pollinators
A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold Mission Blue

CoCoRaHS (Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network)
Measure daily rainfall, snowfall, and hail from your own backyard. Your observations help meteorologists, emergency
managers, farmers, and climate researchers across the country.



Interested in starting your own native garden?

A wonderful local source for native plants is Love's Nursery in
Greeneville. They offer a wide variety of native species, and their
knowledgeable, friendly staff are always happy to help you choose the
right plants for your landscape.
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